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rterid (5) vhich cam be reduced (LiUH4) to the pw=t cw (II) 
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All of these hydroxycompounds (II) have been dehydrated to the 

corresponding benzofurans (III). In example (e) a small amount 

( -_$) of product arising from methylation of the phenolic hydroxyl 

group was isolated, but in no case was any of the hydroxyepoxide (V) 

detected. 

Reaction of reagent (I) with ortho-hydroxyacetophenone gave 

3-methylbenzofuran (8C$), no intermediate hydroxycompound being isolated. 

Salicylideneaniline and (I) gave 3-aniline-2,3-dihydrobenzofuran (KC, 6%) 

which was converted into (III) with elimination of aniline. The 

hydroxyanthraquinone (VII) was unreactive, whereas keto-enols (hcetylacetone 

and bewoylacetone) gave complex mixtures of products (G.L.O.), Dimethyl- 

sulphonix ,-lethylide (VIII) and salieldehyde gave ortho-methoxybenzaldehyde 

only, w:nJst triphen3-lphosphonium nethylide (IX) gave ortho-hydroxystyrene. 
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Further work on the elucidation of the reaction mechanism and 

on the possibility of forming.nitrogen heterocycles by this method is 

in progress. 
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